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NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. at the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
In his remarks, he referred to Marcia Jackson, 
wife of former Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development Alphonso R. Jackson. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Secretary Preston. 

Proclamation 8269—Flag Day and 
National Flag Week, 2008 
June 6, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The American flag has been our national 

symbol for 231 years, and it remains a beacon 
of freedom wherever it is flown. Since the 
Second Continental Congress adopted the 
Stars and Stripes as our flag in 1777, it has 
stood for freedom, justice, and the resolve 
of our Nation. 

When Francis Scott Key saw the American 
flag flying over Fort McHenry in 1814, he 
believed that liberty would triumph. The flag 
that inspired Key to write our National An-
them still energizes and emboldens the 
American spirit today. As our Nation faces 
the challenges of a new era, Old Glory re-
minds us that liberty can prevail over oppres-
sion. 

Since the first days of our Republic, Amer-
icans have flown the flag to show their pride 
and appreciation for the freedoms they enjoy 
in this great Nation. Every day, Americans 
pledge their allegiance to the flag of the 
United States, and our troops carry it before 
them as they defend the liberties for which 
it stands. 

On Flag Day and during National Flag 
Week, we remember those in uniform whose 
courage and sacrifice inspire us here at 
home. We also remember the rich history 
of one of our oldest national symbols and re-
flect on our duty to carry our heritage of free-
dom into the future. 

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, 
the Congress, by joint resolution approved 

August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492), 
designated June 14 of each year as ‘‘Flag 
Day’’ and requested that the President issue 
an annual proclamation calling for its observ-
ance and for the display of the flag of the 
United States on all Federal Government 
buildings. The Congress also requested, by 
joint resolution approved June 9, 1966, as 
amended (80 Stat. 194), that the President 
issue annually a proclamation designating the 
week in which June 14 occurs as ‘‘National 
Flag Week’’ and calling upon all citizens of 
the United States to display the flag during 
that week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim June 14, 2008, as Flag 
Day and the week beginning June 8, 2008, 
as National Flag Week. I direct the appro-
priate officials to display the flag on all Fed-
eral Government buildings during that week, 
and I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day 
and National Flag Week by flying the Stars 
and Stripes from their homes and other ap-
propriate places. I also call upon the people 
of the United States to observe with pride 
and all due ceremony those days from Flag 
Day through Independence Day, also set 
aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a 
time to honor America, to celebrate our her-
itage in public gatherings and activities, and 
to publicly recite the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag of the United States of America. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of June, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., June 10, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on June 11. 
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Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Actions and Policies of Certain 
Members of the Government of 
Belarus and Other Persons 
Undermining Democratic Processes 
or Institutions in Belarus 
June 6, 2008 

On June 16, 2006, by Executive Order 
13405, I declared a national emergency and 
ordered related measures blocking the prop-
erty of certain persons undermining demo-
cratic processes or institutions in Belarus, 
pursuant to the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701– 
1706). I took this action to deal with the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security and foreign policy of the United 
States constituted by the actions and policies 
of certain members of the Government of 
Belarus and other persons that have under-
mined democratic processes or institutions; 
committed human rights abuses related to 
political repression, including detentions and 
disappearances; and engaged in public cor-
ruption, including by diverting or misusing 
Belarusian public assets or by misusing pub-
lic authority. 

Because these actions and policies con-
tinue to pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States, the national 
emergency declared on June 16, 2006, and 
the measures adopted on that date to deal 
with that emergency, must continue in effect 
beyond June 16, 2008. Therefore, in accord-
ance with section 202(d) of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am 
continuing for 1 year the national emergency 
declared in Executive Order 13405. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 6, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., June 9, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice will be published in the Federal 
Register on June 10. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the 
Actions and Policies of Certain 
Members of the Government of 
Belarus and Other Persons 
Undermining Democratic Processes 
or Institutions in Belarus 

June 6, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice stating that the 
national emergency and related measures 
blocking the property of certain persons un-
dermining democratic processes or institu-
tions in Belarus are to continue in effect be-
yond June 16, 2008. 

The actions and policies of certain mem-
bers of the Government of Belarus and other 
persons pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and 
foreign policy of the United States. These ac-
tions include undermining democratic proc-
esses or institutions; committing human 
rights abuses related to political repression, 
including detentions and disappearances; 
and engaging in public corruption, including 
by diverting or misusing Belarusian public as-
sets or by misusing public authority. For 
these reasons, I have determined that it is 
necessary to continue the national emer-
gency and related measures blocking the 
property of certain persons undermining 
democratic processes or institutions in 
Belarus. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 6, 2008. 
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